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        (The following is not a verbatim transcript of comments or discussion that 

occurred during the meeting, but rather a summarization intended for general 

informational purposes.  All motions and votes are the official records). 
 

ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
            Regular meeting of the Ordinance Committee was held on Thursday, October 11, 2018, in the 

Council Chambers, 869 Park Ave., Cranston, Rhode Island. 

 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 

 

           The meeting was called to order at 7:05 P.M. by the Chair. 

 

Present:                  Councilman Paul H. Archetto 

                               Councilman Kenneth J. Hopkins, Vice-Chair 

                               Councilman Christopher G. Paplauskas, Chair 

                              

Absent:                   Council Vice-President Michael W. Favicchio 

                                

Also Present:          Councilman Edward J. Brady 

                               Councilman Paul J. McAuley 

                               Carlos Lopez, Chief of Staff 

                               Christopher Rawson, City Solicitor 

                               Maria Medeiros Wall, City Clerk 

                               Rosalba Zanni, Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 

                               Heather Finger, Stenographer 

 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:  

 

            On motion by Councilman Hopkins, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to dispense 

with the reading of the last meeting and they stand approved as recorded.  Motion passed unanimously.      

 

CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS 

 

 City Clerk indicated that there is correspondence from the Planning Commission for various 

Ordinances on the agenda. 

  

OLD BUSINESS: 

  

*6-18-01 Ordinance authorizing the Director of Public Works to execute a grant of easement  

for the Narragansett Electric Company.  Sponsored by Council President Farina.   

(Cont. 7/12/2018).  Cont’d 9/13/2018; *Being withdrawn by Sponsor. 

 

 Ordinance withdrawn by sponsor. 
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6-18-06  Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 17 of the Code of the City of Cranston, 2005,  

     entitled “Zoning” (950 Phenix Avenue - Signage)  Petition  filed by BCPStor   

     Development LLC.  (Cont. 7/12/2018). Cont’d from 7/12/2018; 8/16/2018; 9/13/2018 

 

 John Mancini, Esq. appeared to represent petitioner and stated that the Engineers have 

not completed their review of the plans in regards to reducing the sign.  Due to this, he asked for 

a 30-day continuance. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Hopkins, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to 

continue this Ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS/NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 Robert Murray, Esq. appeared to represent petitioner for Ordinances 8-18-05 and 8-18-06 and 

stated that if this Zone Change is approved, potentially, there could be two houses or possibly three.  

What the applicant is asking for is to have the small lot be consistent with everything else that surrounds 

it.  At a meeting with the neighbors, it was promised to them that there would be a good buffer for them 

and still allow for development of single family homes.  He also indicated this to the Planning 

Commission.  

 

 David Izzi, 12 Midland Dr., appeared to oppose to Ordinances 8-18-05 and 8-18-06 for the 

following concerns:  FEMA designated the entire neighborhood as a flood zone area.  Half of his 

property is in a flood zone and he pays for flood insurance.  While he does not abutt this property, this 

development will definitely affect him eventually.  The entire neighborhood will be affected.  There is 

also a larger parcel behind this property owned by a different owner, the Santagatas, and by approving 

this Zone Change, it would be setting a precedent for that property owner. 

 

 Robert and Sarah Bruyere, 64 Midland Dr., appeared to oppose to Ordinances 8-18-05 and 8-

18-06 and presented a handout and a petition of neighbors who are also opposed to this Zone Change.  

Mr. Bruyere stated that he is concerned with increase in traffic, setting a precedent, damage to the 

roadways from construction and eliminating Open Space.  This area currently floods.  Midland Dr. to 

Phenix Ave. is the only exit out of this neighborhood.   

 

 Sherrie Izzi, 12 Midland Dr., appeared to oppose to Ordinances 8-18-05 and 8-18-06 and 

indicated that the Planning Commission does not recommend this. 

 

 Patricia Corcoran, 339 Phenix Ave., appeared to oppose to Ordinances 8-18-05 and 8-18-06 

and stated that once the houses started to get built on Phenix Ave., there has been flooding.  That never 

happened before the houses were built. 

 

 Joyce Porter, 70 Midland Dr., appeared to oppose to Ordinances 8-18-05 and 8-18-06 and stated 

that flooding is really bad when it rains hard.  She questioned what is going to happen if there are more 

houses added. 

 

 Dan Porter, 70 Midland Dr., appeared to oppose to Ordinances 8-18-05 and 8-18-06 and stated 

that as to the statement regarding setting a precedent, everything that we do these days does set 

precedent.   
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 Susan Culbert, 27 Midland Dr., appeared to oppose to Ordinances 8-18-05 and 8-18-06 and 

stated that this would be setting a precedent and she is concerned about increase of traffic and flooding. 

 

 Nancy Castillo, 65 Midland Dr., appeared to oppose to Ordinances 8-18-05 and 8-18-06 and 

stated that she is concerned with flooding, increase in traffic and there is only one entrance and exit from 

this neighborhood and this will set a precedent. 

 

 Joe Pavone, 57 Scotland Rd., appeared to oppose to Ordinances 8-18-05 and 8-18-06 and stated 

that this will set a precedent to other land in that area.  He also stated that traffic is bad now between the 

schools and in bad weather and there is flooding. 

 

 Paul Dealmeida, 45 Midland Rd. appeared to oppose to Ordinances 8-18-05 and 8-18-06 for all 

the reasons stated by prior speakers.  He also stated that developing this land will make the flooding 

situation worse. 

 

 Peter Sczerbinski, 60 Midland Dr., appeared to oppose to Ordinances 8-18-05 and 8-18-06 and 

stated that if this is approved, he is afraid of what is to come to the rest of the area. 

 

 John DiBona, Esq., appeared to represent petitioner for Ordinance 8-18-04 and presented 

photos of the property. 

 

6-18-07  Ord. in amendment of Sect. 17.24 of the Code of the City of Cranston, 2005, entitled         

“Zoning – Performance Standards Generally” (Compassion Centers). 

 

 On motion by Councilman Archetto, seconded by Councilman Hopkins, it was voted to continue 

this Ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

8-18-04   Ordinance in amendment of Chapter 17 of the Code of the City of  

Cranston, 2005, entitled “Zoning” (Change of Zone - 1055 Oaklawn Avenue).  

Petition filed by Anthony M. & Michele Caprio.   

 

No one appeared to oppose. 

 

On motion by Councilman Archetto, seconded by Councilman Hopkins, it was voted to 

recommend approval of this Ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

8-18-05 Ordinance amending the Comprehensive Plan for 0 Phenix Ave., Plat 20/4, Lot 

2126.  Petition filed by William & Cheryl Saccoccio.   

 

 On motion by Councilman Hopkins, seconded by Councilman Archetto, it was voted to 

recommend denial of this Ordinance to the full City Council.   

Under Discussion: 

 Councilman Hopkins stated that there are a lot of concerns from the neighborhood residents.  

There are a lot of compelling arguments from the residents.  He will vote against this Ordinance and 

Ordinance 8-18-06 at the full City Council.  
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 Councilman Brady stated that he will also be voting against this Ordinance and Ordinance 8-

18-06 when it comes before the full City Council. 

 

 Councilman McAuley stated that he also shares the neighbors’ concerns and he will be taking 

into consideration the statements and concerns made this evening and will support the neighborhood.  

 

 Chair stated that there is no great or good to the City right now by approving this Ordinance and 

Ordinance 8-18-06 and will not benefit the neighborhood so he will be voting to deny this Ordinance 

and Ordinance 8-18-06 at the full City Council. 

 

Roll call was taken on motion to recommend denial of this Ordinance and motion passed unanimously. 

             

8-18-06 Ordinance in amendment of Chapter 17 of the Code of the City of Cranston, 2005, 

entitled “Zoning” (Change of Zone - 0 Phenix Ave., Plat 20/4, Lot 2126).  Petition 

filed by William & Cheryl Saccoccio.   

 

            On motion by Councilman Archetto, seconded by Councilman Hopkins, it was voted to   

recommend denial of this Ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

8-18-01    Ordinance in amendment of Title 2 of the Code of the City of Cranston,  

2005, entitled “Administration and Personnel” (Personnel Diversity Hiring).  

Sponsored by Councilman Stycos.  Referred back from City Council 9/24/2018. 

 

 Chair stated that since Councilman Stycos, Sponsor of this Ordinance, is not present this 

evening and neither is Council President Farina, he asked that this Ordinance be continued to 

next month’s meeting. 

 

On motion by Councilman Archetto, seconded by Councilman Hopkins, it was voted to continue 

this Ordinance to next month’s meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

      Rosalba Zanni 

      Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 


